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most brilliant periods of his career, was not the real,
suffering, weeping France. And outside of France
there was Europe, which was impatiently gnawing
its bit, awaiting the terrible hour of a general upris-
ing. Every wise observer was sure that terrible
convulsions were approaching. To prevent them
there was demanded infinite wisdom, and wisdom
was just what this exceptional man most lacked; for
his superabundant genius did not possess the good
sense which was required as a balance. Napoleon
needed counsellors : he listened only to flatterers.